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Over the years, I have had the great

opportunity to be with President Clin-
ton, Gen. Colin Powell, Secretary Ron
Brown and many others on tours of
Focus: HOPE. While each of these dig-
nitaries has walked away impressed by
the size and scope of Focus: HOPE’s
mission, they have been equally in-
spired by the spiritual nature of Focus:
HOPE. Focus: HOPE has changed the
lives of thousands of people throughout
metropolitan Detroit by bringing to
life the proverb ‘‘Give a person a fish
and you feed him for a day; teach him
to fish and you feed him for a life-
time.’’

While the past thirty years have un-
doubtedly been a great success for
Focus: HOPE, 1997 was a very trying
time for all who care deeply about this
community. On May 26, Father William
Cunningham, founder and inspiration
of Focus: HOPE, passed away after a
spirited battle against cancer. On July
2, the Focus: HOPE campus and the
surrounding neighborhood were struck
by a tornado, causing great damage to
Focus: HOPE buildings. Under the
magnificent leadership of Eleanor
Josaitis and the hard work of the en-
tire staff, Focus: HOPE has rebuilt and
rededicated itself to Father
Cunningham’s vision. This difficult
year has brought the community closer
together as they celebrate the 30th An-
niversary of the ‘‘Miracle on Oakman
Boulevard,’’ Focus: HOPE.∑
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TRIBUTE TO BUD McCALL
∑ Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I stand
today to pay tribute to a man who
quietly serves his community the only
way he knows how—through hard work
and dedication. Bud McCall, a county
commissioner since 1977, is being
named Citizen of the Year by the St.
Maries Chamber of Commerce.

Bud has been an active community
member in St. Maries and Benewah
County longer than most people can re-
member. Bud serves the community in
many ways: as an employer, an elected
official, and a community volunteer.
Today he is being recognized for his
voluntary efforts during the spring
floods of 1996 when Bud came to the
rescue of many area residents. He tire-
lessly worked around the clock to help
protect the community from further
damage from the repeated flooding. He
rounded up equipment to stabilize
crumbling dikes, met with emergency
crews developing a crisis management
strategy, and provided shelter for those
who found themselves homeless. He lit-
erally donated thousands of hours of
his time and equipment for the benefit
of the community when the commu-
nity needed him most. However, this is
nothing new for Bud. He has always
been there when the community needs
him.

On a more personal note, Bud is a
man of few words. He is the kind of
man who, when met on the street even
after a long day of hard work, will al-
ways greet you with a smile.

Bud’s love for his community is
shown through all he does. I am proud
today to recognize him as an outstand-
ing citizen and public servant that rep-
resents the ideals of Idaho.∑
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LITTLE HEARTS DAY CARE: A
COMMUNITY EFFORT

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I
rise today to call your attention to the
Little Hearts Day Care in Estelline,
South Dakota, and to the community
leaders who rose to new heights to cre-
ate a day care center amid a child care
shortage.

Late last year, Estelline experienced
a devastating child care shortage when
two of the local child care providers
closed their doors to pursue other en-
deavors. While this rural community
wishes the best for these providers,
Estelline was left in a state of crisis:
all of the remaining day care services
were filled to capacity, and working
parents had no place to bring their
children.

In this time of alarm, community
leaders, the Estelline Area Develop-
ment Corporation, and the city worked
together to locate a building to operate
a non-profit day care center. Soon
after, Donna Thompson, Glenda
Thompson, and Kim Ward incorporated
the Little Hearts Day Care. If it were
not for the massive volunteer effort to
renovate the vacant building, the Lit-
tle Hearts Day Care would be little
more than a glimmering idea of hope.
Thousands of dollars of materials and
hundreds of hours of labor were do-
nated to renovate the building and to
make the day care center safe for chil-
dren. Volunteers cleaned, painted, and
some even provided professional serv-
ices such as plumbing and carpentry. I
applaud the community of Estelline for
their hard work in filling this void in
child care.

Our nation’s children are its greatest
asset and our most precious treasure.
It is vital that we help them get the
right start, nurture their development
and provide for their well-being. Hav-
ing held numerous child care meetings
with providers, parents, and concerned
officials all around our state, I am
more convinced than ever that provid-
ing high quality, affordable child care
is one of the most important issues
South Dakota and our nation faces. In
our state, we have one of the highest
ratios of working moms in the country,
coupled with one of the lowest per cap-
ita income levels. As a consequence,
too many of our child care providers
are being asked to provide professional,
loving care with very marginal com-
pensation.

While I do not believe in ‘‘federaliz-
ing’’ child care, I do think our nation
needs a federal-state-local partnership
designed to provide local child care
providers and parents with better op-
tions. This cooperative effort should
avoid the creation of new bureauc-
racies and inflexible mandatory rules,
while providing greater financial re-

sources for parents and the entire
range of child care providers. Training,
standards improvement, nutrition as-
sistance and the promotion of em-
ployer incentives for child care strate-
gies should also be part of our effort.

I am pleased that child care issues
are receiving the attention of Congress
and the Administration. I am proud to
have cosponsored the Creating Im-
proved Delivery of Child Care: Afford-
able, Reliable and Educational
(CIDCARE) bill. This measure will help
working families afford child care and
will provide parents incentives to
choose higher quality care. I am
pleased that the President’s proposal
will establish a Child Care Provider
Scholarship Fund. This measure will
enable states to provide scholarship
funds to students working toward a de-
gree in child care.

Quality child care is the first step in
ensuring that the children of working
parents grow up in a healthy environ-
ment, and I am pleased that the com-
munity of Estelline answered the call
for action.

Mr. President, as I yield the floor, I
hope other communities throughout
the nation will look to the Little
Hearts Day Care and the city of
Estelline, and benefit from this prime
example of civic cooperation.∑
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TRIBUTE TO JACK BUELL

∑ Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I stand
today to pay tribute to the kind of per-
son every community wishes they had,
a down-to-earth caretaker of the com-
munity with a heart of gold. Jack
Buell, Chairman of the Idaho Benewah
County Commissioners is being hon-
ored in his community as Citizen of the
Year. Jack, like many Idahoans, lives
in a resource-rich part of Idaho. He not
only provides jobs for many citizens of
St. Maries, but is constantly working
to enrich this small town. Jack has
served as a county commissioner since
1974, and has a reputation for active
leadership. This year, he was named as
one of the top 25 most influential citi-
zens in the state of Idaho by a Boise
newspaper.

It is not difficult to understand why
Jack is a man of influence: He’s a man
of his word and a problem solver. Over
the past few years, he faced demanding
challenges when his community was
hit by devastating floods in the spring
of 1996. He worked around-the-clock to
minimize the destructive damage
caused by the spring floods. He offered
heavy equipment, employees, campers,
trailers and any other resource he had
that someone else could use. He paid
his employees for their work and never
asked the government or community
to reimburse him for his employees’
wages. And still Jack was deeply frus-
trated that he could not do more to
protect people from the problems and
pain they faced as they faced their
losses.

Jack has been inspiring in his work
with the community schools. When the
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